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December 12, 2021

Dear BPS Students and Families,

This week we continue to celebrate our Wolf Pack spirit with Spirit Week 2.0! We thank
our excellent student leaders who are helping to set up, promote and run various
events/activities throughout the week. Here is a preview of what we have going on this
week:

MONDAY
● PJ Day! - Wear your favourite pajamas or comfy clothes
● Storytime with Mrs. Randall! Mrs. Randall will send out a video link for all classes.

TUESDAY
● Class Colour/Theme Day! - Everyone in class is challenged to dress in the same colour

or style!
● Virtual Dance Party (15 minutes of DPA) at 12:00pm. Students will be able to

dance/move in their classrooms.
WEDNESDAY

● Character Day. Dress as your favourite character from a book, film, video game, etc.
● School Holiday Outdoor Sing-along 10:45am.

THURSDAY
● Red/Green/Ugly Holiday Sweater Day
● Random Act of Kindness Day. Future announcements will give students examples of

acts of kindness that can take place at school, home or in the community.
FRIDAY

● Beach Day! A BPS tradition.
● School Bingo.

https://barrhavenps.ocdsb.ca/
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The last day of school before the break is Friday, December 17th and the first day back
to school will be Monday, January 3rd.

Parents are reminded to complete a Covid-19 screening before sending their child to
school or daycare each day. If your child will be absent from school for any reason,
please contact absentBPS@ocdsb.ca and explain the reason for the absence. This
helps greatly in reducing the number of calls our office staff have to make every
morning.

Our weekly Wolf Pack messaging as well as our school website
https://barrhavenps.ocdsb.ca/ are great places to stay informed about some of the
learning/activities that take place at BPS.

Enjoy the week ahead,

Trent Taniguchi and Vanessa Ogungbemile

In this edition of “From The Wolf Pack”:

● From the District
● Menard Safety Courses
● OSTA- opting out and route cancellation information
● From the Library

https://secureforms.ottawapublichealth.ca/School-Health-Sante-scolaire/COVID-19-Screening-Tool-for-Students
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● From School Council

FROM THE DISTRICT:

Dear OCDSB Families,

A reminder that the last day of school before the winter break will be December 17, and the first day back in 2022 will be
January 3.

As we look forward to the winter break, a reminder that students and staff should take their personal belongings and
learning materials home on Friday, December 17.

This will help with the cleaning of schools over the break and supports readiness for a return to learning on Monday,
January 3rd. It also ensures that anyone who may be subject to requirements for self isolation due to exposure and/or
quarantine restrictions is able to participate in learning.

Return to Regular Schedule of Four Classes Per Day for OCDSB Secondary Schools

We are pleased to share that at the start of semester two in February, all OCDSB secondary schools (excluding Alternate
Program Sites) will be returning to the regular schedule of four classes a day. Non-semestered schools will move to a
schedule of four classes per day as well. Schools will share more detailed schedule information early in the new year.

February 2nd, the last day of semester one will be a designated Student Success Day for students in grades 9-12. This will
allow teachers to consolidate student assessments and evaluations, and to support student success activities. There will
be no classes for secondary students on this day.

Coming Soon - Parent  Information Nights; Kindergarten and Secondary

Beginning in January, elementary and secondary schools will be hosting virtual information nights for parents looking to
register their children for Kindergarten or high school. Stay tuned for more details, including registration information,
dates, and times for your school.

Resuming Regular Book Circulation in School Libraries

After consultation with OPH, many schools are now able to resume regular practices for book circulation. Since not all
library spaces are fully available in all schools, principals will be working with library technicians/teachers and school staff.
Library books may be taken home provided library space is used by students one cohort at a time, with students selecting
books directly from the shelves and practicing physical distancing. Students must also sanitize or wash their hands upon
entering and leaving the library space, and not share books. Books do not need to be quarantined when returned.

Dates of Significance

Today is Human Rights Day, which acknowledges the anniversary of the day the United Nations General Assembly
adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).

Update from OSTA

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/uhH0ifPJoqi2gE1ImGGCyw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjlIXoP0Q1aHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9uZXdzL2RlY2VtYmVyXzEwX2lzX2h1bWFuX3JpZ2h0c19kYXlXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmGyaFKzYRS09F9SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~


The Ottawa Student Transportation Authority (OSTA) has posted an update on next steps and future plans for their
transportation system. Watch the video on their YouTube channel.

COVID-19 Updates and Public Health Information

Special Statement from Dr. Etches

On December 9, Dr. Vera Etches, Medical Officer of Health, issued a special statement regarding COVID-19 in Ottawa. Dr.
Etches addresses rising COVID-19 case numbers in the community, outbreaks, considerations for the upcoming holiday
season, and more.

She states, “Current monitoring indicators show a consistent and significant increase in the number of people testing
positive for COVID-19 over the last week, and I am concerned.” Dr. Etches continues, noting, “if this trend continues, we will
see an increase in social disruptions, including more class and school dismissals”.

Please read the statement on Ottawa Public Health’s website.

Updated Travel Regulations and Changes to Ottawa Public Health’s Screening Tools

The Ottawa Public Health (OPH) screening tools for Schools and Child Care, High Schools and
Workplaces/Post-Secondary Institutions were updated on December 6 to reflect new Government of Canada travel rules
and regulations with regards to COVID-19 variants of concern.

It is important that anyone who decides to travel closely reviews federal requirements for testing and quarantine, which
varies depending on vaccination status, trip duration and travel location. These rules are subject to change with little
notice.

Travel to specific countries: Travellers who have been in the following countries within 14 days prior to arrival in Canada:
Botswana, Egypt, Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, South Africa, Zimbabwe are subject to
enhanced pre-entry and arrival testing, screening, and quarantine measures. Further rules apply for household members
of returning travellers to these countries, including staying home from school.

Additional travel rules: There are new testing requirements for all fully vaccinated travellers who have been in any country
other than Canada and the United States in the 14 days prior to entry to Canada. Upon arrival, unvaccinated children or
youth must quarantine for 14 days. They may not attend school, camp, team sports or daycare.

The Public Health Agency of Canada provides more information on border measures for various travel scenarios on this
page.

If you have questions, please visit the Government of Canada’s COVID-19 and travel webpage or contact the Public
Health Agency of Canada at 1-833-784-4397. Please note, the OCDSB cannot provide guidance on individual travel plans.

After-Hours School Pop-up Vaccination Clinics

Ottawa Public Health’s after-school clinics are open to anyone born in 2016 or earlier who lives in a neighbourhood near
the school. Participants in these clinics do not need to be students at the school, and parent or guardian consent is
required for children ages five to 11. All clinics will take place after school instructional hours. To learn more about these
clinics and other vaccination options open to children, visit Ottawa Public Health’s website.

Take-Home Tests for Students Attending In-person Learning

The Government of Ontario has provided free take-home rapid antigen screening kits for students who participate in
in-person learning. A box containing five tests will be sent home with each student before the winter break. Next week we

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/gXqdWs9btIOg54jcWrcAFw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjlIXoP0QraHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj1KRU80ZlA5RHpTVVcHc2Nob29sbUIKYbJoUrNhFLT0X1IcdmFuZXNzYS5vZ3VuZ2JlbWlsZUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/T3Dxna6YUK43NDpy6pc6pA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjlIXoP0SSaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhcHVibGljaGVhbHRoLmNhL2VuL3B1YmxpYy1oZWFsdGgtdG9waWNzL25vdmVsLWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLmFzcHg_X21pZF89MzIwNjQjRGVjZW1iZXItOS0yMDIxLVNwZWNpYWwtc3RhdGVtZW50LWZyb20tRHItVmVyYS1FdGNoZXNXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmGyaFKzYRS09F9SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/T1PaNzElaWDOBL6LUFOrMA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjlIXoP0RraHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHNXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmGyaFKzYRS09F9SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/YqMjMpGkLWSm6GzU7Grv2g~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjlIXoP0R3aHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItSGlnaC1TY2hvb2wtU3R1ZGVudHNXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmGyaFKzYRS09F9SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/opKRk1NBELrvdgW2j1lKwQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjlIXoP0RbaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2Evc2NyZWVuaW5nLWRlcGlzdGFnZS9Xb3JrcGxhY2VzLWFuZC1Qb3N0LVNlY29uZGFyeVcHc2Nob29sbUIKYbJoUrNhFLT0X1IcdmFuZXNzYS5vZ3VuZ2JlbWlsZUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/YZHfNm47Zignsg22Vs8Brw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjlIXoP0RwaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FuYWRhLmNhL2VuL3B1YmxpYy1oZWFsdGgvc2VydmljZXMvcHVibGljYXRpb25zL2Rpc2Vhc2VzLWNvbmRpdGlvbnMvYm9yZGVyLW1lYXN1cmVzLWFpci10cmF2ZWwuaHRtbFcHc2Nob29sbUIKYbJoUrNhFLT0X1IcdmFuZXNzYS5vZ3VuZ2JlbWlsZUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/YZHfNm47Zignsg22Vs8Brw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjlIXoP0RwaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FuYWRhLmNhL2VuL3B1YmxpYy1oZWFsdGgvc2VydmljZXMvcHVibGljYXRpb25zL2Rpc2Vhc2VzLWNvbmRpdGlvbnMvYm9yZGVyLW1lYXN1cmVzLWFpci10cmF2ZWwuaHRtbFcHc2Nob29sbUIKYbJoUrNhFLT0X1IcdmFuZXNzYS5vZ3VuZ2JlbWlsZUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/A_r0eVgQN4IaHAjjMIwHQA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjlIXoP0QhaHR0cHM6Ly90cmF2ZWwuZ2MuY2EvdHJhdmVsLWNvdmlkVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphsmhSs2EUtPRfUhx2YW5lc3NhLm9ndW5nYmVtaWxlQG9jZHNiLmNhWAQAAAAC
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/K1wv92qLg9LuuxKbLsKakQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjlIXoP0SgaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhcHVibGljaGVhbHRoLmNhL2VuL3B1YmxpYy1oZWFsdGgtdG9waWNzL2NvdmlkLTE5LXZhY2NpbmF0aW9uLWFuZC1jaGlsZHJlbi5hc3B4P3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9T1BIJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09RnJpZW5kbHlfVVJMJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1Db3JvbmF2aXJ1c1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYbJoUrNhFLT0X1IcdmFuZXNzYS5vZ3VuZ2JlbWlsZUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~


will share more information with families, including instructions on how to use the tests. Please remember, if you or your
child has possible symptoms of COVID-19 you should always get a lab-based PCR test. Ottawa Public Health has many
options available for children and families. Learn more on their COVID-19 testing information page.

In case you missed it…

Language Credit Courses Available for Secondary Students and Adults: Beginning in January, the OCDSB will be offering
virtual credit courses in Arabic, Czech, Japanese, and Spanish. Please visit www.internationallanguagesinottawa.com or
contact iilp@ocdsb.ca to learn more!

MENARD SAFETY COURSES:
Menard Safety Courses continues to offer many online courses for students including the
Online Babysitting Course, virtual Home Alone workshops for grades 4 to 6 and virtual
Safety workshops for grades 1 to 3. Get more information on their website at
https://menardsafetycourses.ca.

OSTA- OPTING OUT AND ROUTE CANCELLATION INFORMATION:
OSTA has cancelled a number of yellow bus routes. Please review your child’s information
on the Parent Portal and then check the posted list for OCDSB Schools to confirm the
route’s status. There are currently some long term cancellations where there are no drivers
for that route and throughout the year there could be some short term/daily cancellations.
Please be sure to sign up for parent notification and check OSTA’s website daily for any
morning cancellations.

If your child will not be taking the bus, you can complete the opt out form following this link
https://bit.ly/3gWSPEV.

FROM THE LIBRARY:
Mrs. Randall, our extraordinary Library Technician, continues to work hard this year
providing staff and students with STEM challenges, read-alouds and promoting literacy
resources that support the learning that happens every day here at BPS.
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Our Barrhaven Public School virtual library is another excellent resource that families can
visit to access books and activities in French and English. Please visit the Barrhaven PS
virtual library here: https://sites.google.com/ocdsb.ca/barrhaven-librarys-site/home

Thank you, Mrs. Randall!

FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL:

BPS Spirit Wear

Barrhaven Public School has spirit! Every Friday is the day to show off your pride by wearing
BPS spirit wear. Families can order from a variety of t-shirts, sweaters, pants and more at
the following website: https://barrhavenpublicschool.entripyshops.com/

Staff and students are also invited to wear school colours (blue and yellow) every Friday!

UPCOMING DATES:
December 13-17- Spirit Week
December 17- Last day of school before winter break
December 18-January 2 (inclusive) Winter break
January 3- Back to school
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